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Values, skills and qualifications to be the best we can be

Aims

The purpose of this policy is to ensure consistency of application of school uniform standards across the
school and to share expectations and rationale with parents/carers and pupils.
Link to school vision: Encourage positivity, responsibility and determination.

What are the benefits of a school uniform?

To foster a sense of belonging and pride in Galashiels Academy.

To develop a purposeful and focused ethos in the school.

To help prepare our young people for the world of work.

To promote equality among pupils.

To prevent alleged bullying behaviour arising from pupils wearing certain styles of clothing.

To create a positive image of our school and pupils in the community.

To improve school security by making it easier to identify intruders.

To ensure easy identification, security and management of pupils on out-of-school excursions.
To make it easier for parents, pupils and staff to know what we expect pupils to wear to school.

Roles and responsibilities

Pupil, parents and carers should ensure that pupils come to school in full school uniform.

Parents and carers should contact the Pastoral PT if there are any issues with regard to school uniform.
Parents/carers should make use of the SBC Clothing and footwear grant if this applies (see below).

All teachers should ensure correct classroom uniform is addressed at the start of every lesson ie coats.
hoodies, hats, jumpers except plain black.

All teachers should support the uniform policy by encouraging pupils to wear ties, shoes etc.

Pastoral PTs should update all staff if uniform should not be challenged for individuals.




Details

What is the school uniform?

Plain white shirt and tie (specific to House).

Black V neck jumper or cardigan, preferably with school crest.

Plain black trousers, shorts, skirt, dress (no Jeans).

Plain black footwear (no trainers).

Lapel badge for Head Team, Prefects, House Captains etc.

Maroon tie for S6 pupils.

No jackets, hoodies, non-school jumpers in class including school badge hoodies.
No scarves or hats in class.

No hats in the school building.

No leggings without a skirt.

Where do | buy the school uniform?

Jumpers and cardigans are sold online from Border Embroideries (see below).
Ties are sold in the school office.

Exceptions

Staff should use professional judgement and discretion in certain situations. For example, in cases of very low
temperatures in the classroom.

Where a very strict application of the uniform policy would put the pupil’s engagement with school at risk. In
such cases, the relevant Pastoral PT will advise.

Religious beliefs will be respected with respect to uniform policy.

Appendices eg letters, flowcharts

The Pupil Voice is important to us and we consult with pupils about sanctions and rewards. This policy will be
updated accordingly.

Letter/Groupcall to parents/carers explaining your son/daughter did not have full uniform during spot check.
Groupcall: ‘Following a uniform check, your son/daughter was not in full uniform today. School uniform is
important to us and we look forward to your support. Please contact your Pastoral Teacher if there are any
issues, thank you.’

Consequences for Not Wearing Uniform

Period one teachers will de-merit any pupil missing any/all pieces of school uniform
Groupcall sent home

Relevant hyperlinks and web links

Border Embroideries online ordering -

http://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/advanced search.php?skl id=15168&pager=view all

Scottish Borders Council policy on School Uniform and link to apply for Free School Meals and Clothing
Grants - https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/20040/clothing meals_and transport/588/school uniform

Link to online form for Free School Meals and Clothing Grants - https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/fsm

SBC policy on school uniform - SBC School Dress Code Policy adopted 28 June 2011.pdf

SBC hard copy of form for Free School Meals and Clothing Grants - Application for Assistance 2016 17.pdf
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