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Campus Information
Community Learning Facilities are located 
throughout the Scottish Borders.

College Campuses
Scottish Borders Campus 
Nether Road 
Galashiels 
TD1 3HE 
08700 50 51 52

Newtown St Boswells Campus 
Newtown St Boswells 
TD6 0PL 
08700 50 51 52

Tweedbank Construction Hub 
Unit 4:2 Tweedbank Industrial Estate  
Tweedbank 
TD1 3RS 
08700 50 51 52

General number for all College Campuses  
Tel 08700 50 51 52 
Fax 01896 758179

General enquiries email  
enquiries@borderscollege.ac.uk

To apply online visit our website 
www.borderscollege.ac.uk
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FAs support delivery of the Career Education Standard entitlements for learners, notably:

• Experience a curriculum through which they learn about the world of work and job   

 possibilities and which makes clear the strengths and skills needed to take    

 advantage of these opportunities

• Develop skills for learning, life and work as an integral part of their education and   

 be clear about how all their achievements relate to these

• Develop understanding of the responsibilities and duties placed on employers and   

 employees

• Have access to a broad range of pathways through their senior phase including   

 learning opportunities leading to work-related qualifications.

FAs also support the more personalised and flexible approach to work 

placements with better links to career aspirations as described in the 

Work Placement Standard.

FAs are a new qualification certificated by SQA and set at SCQF Level 6. 

They blend academic and work-based learning which extends the range options

available to learners in their senior phase choices.

‘Hands-on’ learning in a workplace context can motivate and engage learners 

so improving their overall achievement and attainment.

FAs have a positive impact on whole school attainment with typically 340 – 580 

Insight tari� points depending on the framework (compared to 204 for Grade A Higher).

National Improvement Framework 

Particularly the priorities to raise attainment, close the attainment gap and improve 

employability skills and sustained positive destinations.

Developing the Young Workforce

Rec 1 “Pathways should start in the senior phase which lead to the delivery of industry 

recognised qualifications alongside academic qualifications.”

KPI 3 “Increase the percentage of school leavers attaining vocational qualifications 

at SCQF 5 and above by 2021.”

The 15-24 Learner Journey Review 

Rec 10 “We will support and enable Foundation Apprenticeships and other vocational 

qualifications to be embedded, providing a range of options for all learners in the senior 

phase by 2021”.

HGIOS? 4 

QIs relating to curriculum (2.2), transition (2.6), partnerships (2.7), achievement and 

attainment (3.2) and employability (3.3).

Delivered in partnership with employers, they provide meaningful experience of the 

world of work and the chance to develop skills important to employers such as 

resilience, problem solving, communication and team working. 

FAs enhance Scotland’s work-based learning system and countries with well-developed 

vocational learning systems have the lowest levels of youth unemployment.

There are a range of possible next steps with an FA:

• Earning: direct to employment with the skills employers are looking for 

• Earning and learning: Modern and Graduate Apprenticeships – FAs can be a 

 fast-track to achieving a related MA 

• Learning: all Scottish colleges and universities recognise FAs as a Higher equivalent   

 entry qualification. 

VISIT 
APPRENTICESHIPS.SCOT

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Career education Raising attainment, closing the gap

Education policy alignment Progression and employability

FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIPS 
GET WORK EXPERIENCE, GET QUALIFIED

FAs provide industry recognised qualifications in key sectors where there 

is demand for skilled employees. 

FAs are available in a range of industries and job roles that have high demand and

  strong growth prospects.

                    Visit apprenticeships.scot to find out more about framework availability 

          in your school.
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Applying for a course  
is straightforward!
Simply complete the online application process  
for the course you are interested in at  
www.borderscollege.ac.uk

Please note:
Foundation Apprenticeships can only be studied 
while you are in S5 or S6 at secondary school.

Foundation 
Apprenticeships
Accountancy

Business Skills

Children and Young People

Civil Engineering

Creative and Digital Media

Social Services and Healthcare

Software Development

Skills Development Scotland, with the support of the 
European Social Fund, has developed Foundation 
Apprenticeships which enable pupils in S5 to S6 to complete 
elements of a Modern Apprenticeship while still at school.
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Accountancy
Foundation Apprenticeship in 
Accountancy (Group Award – GN7T 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – Part-time 72 week course over 2 
academic years

Year 1: Two afternoons per week studying 
National Progression Award (NPA) in 
Accountancy at SCQF Level 6.

Year 2: Core units of AAT (Association 
of Accounting Technicians). Diploma in 
Accounting at SCQF Level 6.

On completion of AAT units you’ll be 
awarded the Level 3/SCQF Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Book-keeping.

Children and Young People
Foundation Apprenticeship in Children 
and Young People (Group Award – 
GL7A 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – 2 years

Days – Tuesday and Thursdays, 1.45pm – 
4.15pm

Year 1: August 2020 to June 2021.

Attend workplace experience of between 
100 – 140 hours.

Year 2: August 2021 to June 2022.

Attend College to take part in SVQ 2 tutorials.

Complete 370 hours workplace experience 
as part of the SVQ 2 learning and assessment 
process.

Business Skills
Foundation Apprenticeship in Business 
Skills (Group Award – GL8J 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – 2 years

Year 1: August 2020 to June 2021.

Attend Borders College 2 half days per week 
(Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) working 
towards achieving NPA in Business Skills, 
with a possible work placement in a suitable 
business setting.

Year 2: August 2021 to June 2022.

Attend College to undertake units at SVQ 
Level 3 in Business and Administration 
through tutorials.

Complete 370 hours workplace experience 
as part of the assessment process.

Civil Engineering
Foundation Apprenticeship in Civil 
Engineering (Group Award – GL51 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – 2 years

Days – Tuesday, 1.45pm – 4.15pm
	 Wednesday, 9.00am – 4.15pm

Year 1: August 2020 to June 2021.

Attend Borders College one and a half days 
per week.

Year 2: August 2021 to June 2022.

Attend Borders College one and a half days 
per week.

Creative and Digital Media
Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative 
and Digital Media (Group Award – 
GM69 46) at SCQF Level 6
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – Part-time 72 week course over 2 
academic years

Year 1: August 2020 to June 2021.

Attend Borders College 2 half days per week 
(Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) working 
towards achieving National Progression 
Award  (NPA) in Creative and Digital 
Technologies, Processes and Practices with 
Information Technology.

Year 2: August 2021 to June 2022.

Attend College to undertake part of Diploma 
in Creative Digital Media and complete 
workplace experience as part of the 
assessment process.

Social Services and 
Healthcare
Foundation Apprenticeship in Social 
Services and Healthcare (Group Award 
– GL52 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – 2 years

Days – Tuesday and Thursdays, 1.45pm – 
4.15pm

Year 1: Attend Borders College 1 day per 
week January 2020 to June 2021.

Attend workplace experience of between 
100 – 140 hours.

Year 2: Attend College to take part in SVQ 
2 tutorials.

Complete 370 hours workplace experience 
as part of the SVQ 2 learning and assessment 
process.

Software Development
Foundation Apprenticeship in Software 
Development (Group Award – GL54 46)
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, 
Galashiels

Duration – 2 years

Days – Tuesday and Thursdays, 1.45pm – 
4.15pm

Year 1: In year 1 you will complete the 
following units at College:

·	 Computing Applications: Development
·	 Computing: Authoring a Website
·	 Software Design and Development

Year 2: Year 2 you will have a mixture of 
College and workplace delivery where you 
will develop work-ready skills to undertake a 
project for your employer and complete the 
following units:

·	 Personal Effectiveness
·	 Health and Safety in IT & Telecom
·	 Investigating and Defining Requirements 

for IT & Telecoms Systems
·	 Data Modelling 1
·	 Object Oriented Computer Programming
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Find and apply for the course of your choice.
It’s as easy as  1 – 2 – 3.
1.	 Use this guide to find the course that you 

are interested in.
2.	 Visit the website to view up-to-date 

course information.
3.	 Complete the online application process 

on the website.
www.borderscollege.ac.uk/courses

Courses commence from August 2020

Applying for a course is straightforward!
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Help and support is available by contacting the 
Student Advice Centre on 01896 662516 or by 
emailing enquiries@borderscollege.ac.uk 

Further information regarding  
the application process can be found on our 
website www.borderscollege.ac.uk

If you have any questions, need any special 
arrangements, help in completing your application 
form or attending for visits, please don’t hesitate  
to contact the Student Advice Centre on  
01896 662516.

Disclosure Scotland
An offer of a place may be subject to a Protection 
of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check.

i

Find and apply for the course of your choice.
It’s as easy as  1 – 2 – 3.
1.	 Use this guide to find the course that you 

are interested in.
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on the website.
www.borderscollege.ac.uk/courses

Courses commence from August 2020

Applying for a course is straightforward!
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HNC/HND 
Courses
Animal Care – HNC

Art and Design – HNC

Art and Design – HND

Business – HND

Care and Administrative Practice – HNC

Childhood Practice – HND

Coaching and Developing Sport – HND Year 1

Coaching and Developing Sport – HND Year 2

Computing – HNC

Counselling – HNC

Electrical Engineering – HNC

Electrical Engineering – HND

Graphic Design – HND

Hairdressing – HNC

Hospitality – HNC

Social Services – HNC

Travel and Tourism – HNC
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Animal Care – HNC
HNC in Animal Care at SCQF Level 7
At Newtown St Boswells Campus

Full-time 36 week course

2 days per week in College 

1 or 2 days per week on placement

Art and Design – HND
HND in Art and Design at SCQF Level 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 to 4 days per week in College

Art and Design – HNC
HNC in Art and Design at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course 

3 to 4 days per week in College

Business – HND
HND in Business at SCQF Levels 7 and 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 72 week course over 2 academic 
years

3 days per week in College

1 day per week on work placement

Care and Administrative 
Practice – HNC
HNC in Care and Administrative 
Practice at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College for a total  
of 18 weeks

Block release work placements  
totalling 18 weeks

Childhood Practice – HND
HND in Childhood Practice at  
SCQF Levels 7 and 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 72 week course

2 days per week in College

2 days per week on placement

Part-time HND Year 1 – 72 weeks (August – 
June x 2)

August 2020/21 entry – 1 evening per week 
in College for 2 years, 4.00pm – 9.00pm

1 day per week on placement for 2 years

Coaching and Developing 
Sport – HND Year 1
HND Year 1 in Coaching and 
Developing Sport at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3.5 days per week in College

Work placement (40 hours per year)

Coaching and Developing 
Sport – HND Year 2
HND Year 2 in Coaching and 
Developing Sport at SCQF Level 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3.5 days per week in College

1 day per week on work placement (for 12 to 
15 week period)

Computing – HNC
HNC in Computing at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

2.5 to 3 days per week in College

Counselling – HNC
HNC in Counselling at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Part-time 72 weeks (2 academic years)

1 evening per week in College plus monthly 
attendance at Saturday workshop

Electrical Engineering – HND
HND in Electrical Engineering at  
SCQF Level 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College

Electrical Engineering – HNC
HNC in Electrical Engineering at  
SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College

Graphic Design – HND
HND in Graphic Design at SCQF Levels  
7 and 8
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 72 week course over 2  
academic years

2 to 3 days per week in College

Hairdressing – HNC
HNC in Hairdressing at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

2 days per week in College

1 day per week on placement
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Hospitality – HNC
HNC in Hospitality at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

Up to 3 days per week in College

1 day per week on work placement

Social Services – HNC
HNC in Social Services at SCQF Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

2 days per week in College

2 days per week on placement 

Part-time – 72 weeks (August – June x 2) 

August 2020/21 entry – 1 evening per week 
for 2 years, 4pm – 9pm

Travel and Tourism – HNC
HNC in Travel and Tourism at SCQF 
Level 7
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

Up to 3 days per week in College

1 day per week on work placement

Find and apply for the course of your choice.
It’s as easy as  1 – 2 – 3.
1.	 Use this guide to find the course that you 

are interested in.
2.	 Visit the website to view up-to-date 

course information.
3.	 Complete the online application process 

on the website.
www.borderscollege.ac.uk/courses

Courses commence from August 2020

Applying for a course is straightforward!
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Help and support is available by contacting the 
Student Advice Centre on 01896 662516 or by 
emailing enquiries@borderscollege.ac.uk 

Further information regarding  
the application process can be found on our 
website www.borderscollege.ac.uk

If you have any questions, need any special 
arrangements, help in completing your application 
form or attending for visits, please don’t hesitate  
to contact the Student Advice Centre on  
01896 662516.

Disclosure Scotland
An offer of a place may be subject to a Protection 
of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check.

i
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Higher Provision
Access to Nursing – Higher

Child, Health and Social Care – National 5/
Higher

Health Care – Higher

Mountain Biking – NPA

Rugby – NPA

Social Care – Higher

Sport and Fitness Leadership – NPA

Find and apply for the course of your choice.
It’s as easy as  1 – 2 – 3.
1.	 Use this guide to find the course that you 

are interested in.
2.	 Visit the website to view up-to-date 

course information.
3.	 Complete the online application process 

on the website.
www.borderscollege.ac.uk/courses

Courses commence from August 2020

Applying for a course is straightforward!
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Access to Nursing – Higher
Higher Qualifications at SCQF Level 6
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College 

1 day per week on placement

Health Care – Higher
Higher Qualifications at SCQF Level 6
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College 

1 day per week on placement

Child, Health and Social Care 
– National 5/Higher
SQA Units at SCQF Level 5/6
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College 

1 day per week on placement

Mountain Biking – NPA
NPA Performance Sport – Mountain 
Biking at SCQF Level 6 (QCF 3)
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time further education programme

4 to 5 days per week in College

Rugby – NPA
NPA Performance Sport – Rugby at 
SCQF Level 6
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time further education programme

3 to 4 days per week in College

Social Care – Higher
Higher Qualifications at SCQF Level 6
At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time 36 week course

3 days per week in College 

1 day per week on placement

Sport and Fitness Leadership 
– NPA
NPA Exercise and Fitness Leadership at 
SCQF Level 6
Level 2 Gym Instructors Award

At Scottish Borders Campus

Full-time further education programme

3 days per week in College

Find and apply for the course of your choice.
It’s as easy as  1 – 2 – 3.
1.	 Use this guide to find the course that you 

are interested in.
2.	 Visit the website to view up-to-date 

course information.
3.	 Complete the online application process 

on the website.
www.borderscollege.ac.uk/courses

Courses commence from August 2020

Applying for a course is straightforward!
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Personal 
Development 
Awards
Professional Development Awards (PDAs) are aimed at 
developing the skills of those already in professional 
employment.
They are principally designed for those already in a career or 
vocation who wish to extend or broaden their skills base. They 
may also be embedded within another qualification such as 
HNC/HND
About Professional Development Awards

SQA’s Professional Development Awards (PDAs) are flexible 
qualifications for industry, training and education and can be 
used to either extend or broaden professional and vocational 
skills.

•	 SQA develops PDAs in partnership with industry and we 
link them to National Occupational Standards to ensure 
they are up to date and relevant.

•	 Employers use PDAs to meet skills gaps at all stages of 
career development — including advanced SCQF levels.

Backed by SQA’s world-renowned expertise in developing and 
quality-assuring qualifications, PDAs are ideal for developing 
the skills of young people, graduates and other adult learners.

Acute and Community Care – PDA

Childhood Practice – PDA

Developing Professional Practice – PDA

Dyslexia – PDA

Education Support Assistance – PDA

For information on the above PDAs and how to 
apply, please email  
enquiries@borderscollege.ac.uki
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Progression to 
University
Borders College offers a range of Higher National 
Qualifications that may allow you direct entry to 
degree programmes. They can also provide you 
with knowledge and understanding that can be 
transferred to other qualifications too.

On completing an HNC or an HND, you can apply to go straight into the second or 
third year of a degree (Advanced Entry). 

Universities welcome applications from college students, appreciating the breadth of 
experience and commitment to learning gained in a particular area.

Advanced Entry to University

College route

College route

SCQF Level 6

SCQF Level 6

SCQF Level 5

SCQF Level 5

University route

University route

Standard Entry to University

HNC
(SCQF 7)

HNC
(SCQF 7)

Year 1 of  
a degree

Year 1 of  
a degree

HND
(SCQF 8)

HND
(SCQF 8)

Year 2 of  
a degree

Year 2 of  
a degree

Year 3 of  
a degree

Year 3 of  
a degree

Year 4 of  
a degree

Year 4 of  
a degree

Important Notice:

Borders College promotes known 
progression routes to other colleges 
and universities. Students who wish 
to pursue a progression opportunity 
should first clarify the latest entry 

requirements for that organisation 
before committing to any course of 
study with us. In addition, a university 
may change the entry requirements for 
advanced entry during the delivery of 
your chosen course and the College 
may not be able to change that 

course content within the recruitment 
timeframe. Borders College has no 
control over entry requirements or 
any changes to entry requirements for 
courses at other colleges or universities.

For more information on agreed articulation 
routes please visit: www.borderscollege.ac.uk/
future-students/progression-opportunities  

i
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Scottish Credit 
and Qualifications 
Framework
Introduction to the Scottish Credit and 
Qualifications Framework (SCQF)

What is the SCQF?
The SCQF is a way of comparing the 
wide range of Scottish qualifications. 
It covers achievements such as those 
from school, college, university, and 
many work-based qualifications. It does 
this by giving each qualification a level 

and a number of credit points. The level 
of a qualification shows how difficult the 
learning is. The credit points show how 
much learning is involved in achieving 
that qualification. Each credit point 
represents an average of 10 hours of 
learning.

SCQF Levels

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

SQA Qualifications Qualifications of Higher
Education Institutions

Apprenticeships & 
SVQs

Advanced Higher, Awards, 
Scottish Baccalaureate

Higher National
Diploma

Higher, Awards,
Skills for Work Higher

Higher National
Certificate

National 5, Awards,
Skills for Work National 5

National 4, Awards,
Skills for Work National 4

National 3, Awards,
Skills for Work National 3

National
Certificate

National
Progression  
Award

Professional
Development  
Award

Doctoral Degree Professional Apprenticeship

Honours Degree, Graduate 
Diploma, Graduate Certificate

Graduate Apprenticeship
Professional Apprenticeship

Bachelors / Ordinary Degree,
Graduate Diploma, Graduate 
Certificate

Graduate Apprenticeship
Technical Apprenticeship  
SVQ 

Diploma of Higher Education
Higher Apprenticeship
Technical Apprenticeship  
SVQ

Certificate of Higher Education Modern Apprenticeship  
SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship  
Foundation Apprenticeship  
SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship  
SVQ

SVQ

Masters Degree, Integrated Masters
Degree, Post Graduate Diploma,
Post Graduate Certificate

Graduate Apprenticeship
Professional Apprenticeship  
SVQ 

National 2, Awards

National 1, Awards

This Framework diagram has been 
produced to show the mainstream 
Scottish qualifications already credit 
rated by SQA and Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs). However, there 
are a diverse number of learning 
programmes on the Framework, 
which, due to the limitations of this 
format, cannot be represented here. 
For more information, please visit the 
SCQF website at www.scqf.org.uk 
to view the interactive version of the 
Framework or search the Database.

For more information on The Scottish 
Credit and Qualifications Framework, 
visit www.scqf.org.uk  

For information on the SCQF level and 
credit points for learning programmes 
which have been credit rated, search 
the SCQF database at www.scqf.org.
uk/the-framework/search-database
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Can you tell  
the difference... 
...between a childcare student and a motor 
vehicle student? No! Neither can we.

Debbie Lazzari – Motor Vehicle Student Declan McKendrick – Childcare Student

Borders College addressing gender imbalance – one student at a time!

www.borderscollege.ac.uk
Borders College, Scottish Borders Campus, Nether Road, Galashiels, TD1 3HE. Charity Number SC021180

Working towards the Scottish Government’s ambition to 
ensure equitable admissions by gender.
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The College will use all reasonable endeavours to deliver courses in accordance with the description set out in this publication. However, the 
College will manage its affairs in ways which are efficient and cost effective and therefore reserves the right to alter or amend the contents 
or methods of delivery of courses, to discontinue courses and to merge or combine courses, if such action is reasonably considered to be 
necessary by the College.


