
GIRFEC 
 
The Getting It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC) is the National approach ensures that anyone 
providing support puts your child at the centre. Practitioners work together to support you 
and your child and where appropriate, take early action at the first signs of any difficulty. 
This means working across organisational boundaries and putting your child and you at the 
heart of decision making, giving all our children and young people the best possible start in 
life. 

 
GIRFEC means that everyone working with Scottish Borders children, young people and their 
families are being encouraged to: 

 
• Ensure children, young people, and their families get the help they need when they 

need it and are central to the process of finding solutions. 
• Use one consistent and equitable approach, actively share information to agreed 

protocols and work more effectively together to improve outcomes for children and 
young people. 

• Be clear about personal responsibility to do the right thing for each child/young 
person. 

• Work with children, young people and their families, using a collaborative approach 
with fewer meetings. This should ensure children, young people and their families 
give information only once, and enables the development of one plan to meet all 
their needs. 

• Respond to children and young people and take appropriate, proportionate and 
timely action with the minimum of paperwork, bureaucracy and duplication. 

 
GIRFEC is part of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 and the GIRFEC 
provisions have to be fully implemented by 1 August 2016. The multi-agency approach of 
the Scottish Borders is to phase in this implementation. If you would like any further 
information please ask your child’s Headteacher. 


